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Books to Recommend

(Compiled by Paul Hong, Toledo UBF)

Reading as passion for living. 

The following list contains about 200 books.  This requires enormous amount of time to read.   Most people do not have such time to spare for reading and learning purpose.  It is worthy to consider motivation for reading.   There are at least five different reasons for reading. 

First, reading for growing Christian conviction and insight.  In this life, integrity of one’s faith and Christian practices are based on sound understanding of key literature.  Mature insight requires essential and foundational understanding on important subjects—theology, history, spiritual care, discipleship. Beyond, reading is an important way to develop one’s interests in diverse areas. 

Second, reading for functional expertise.  Those who have positions as missionaries or pastors or leaders in Christian community have functional duties to perform such as preaching, teaching, and counseling.  These functional duties require certain level of expertise.  Thus, many Christian leaders engage in serious reading to do well for their given responsibilities as leaders.   Usually, in early years or active years of Christian life, the demand for functional meetings and work requirements do not allow people to engage serious reading beyond their narrowly defined areas. 

Third, reading for engagement into the larger world. This world is large.  People come from diverse backgrounds. Broad and deep reading open the door for new opportunities for relationships and growth. Effective and meaningful engagement with people from different backgrounds. 

Fourth, reading for growth in humility and understanding.  Older people take more value on wisdom.  The more we read about great classics in different and new fields, the greater chances we have for pursuing humility and goodness in this life.   Christians should not have only Christian friends.  Christians may have non-Christian friends to engage in the larger world.  In the similar way, non-Christian writings are quite often useful for our souls as Christian classics.  Although ultimate solutions might not be found apart from Christ, others’ methods of approaching problems and engagement in this life provide greater insight of what God speaks through his Word. 
Finally, reading for worthy life.  Superficiality in this life is from lack of learning, reflection and practice of truth.  Our inner person needs to be strengthened and matured, our mind deserves expansion and our spirit is thirst for higher level of understanding of the truth.  Non-Christian books, with proper approach, may enlighten us to appreciate the biblical truth in new light.  Disciplines life and learned understanding of non-Christians spur our souls to appreciate God’s grace through our Savior and God’s ever present presence with greater joy and thankfulness.  
Motivation for reading

Building a library is a noble goal.  Not all readers are good leaders but all outstanding leaders are readers. The following books are chosen based on several factors.  

First, Christian conviction with evangelical and reformed tradition. As a person growing up in UBF since student years, it is crucial to cultivate evangelical conviction with mission for Christ in mind. I thus put Samuel Lee’s Luke’s Gospel and Sarah Barry’s Daily Bread as the first two books. Their teachings and examples are what has shaped me along with the Bible.  At the same time, as we all meet Christians from diverse traditions. Thus, understanding broad Christian traditions requires further purposeful reading in-depth and in–breadth for years.  

Second, the rule of twenty books.  In any field of inquiry, mastering or being familiar with adequate number of books (e.g., twenty) is a good start to develop and build an expertise. Balanced reading is essential to build expert knowledge, depth of understanding and gain sound insight. 

Third, spiritual maturity involves basic understanding of historical contexts and related key disciplines (i.e., history, philosophy, leadership/management, social and physical science). Living in America, it is natural to show keen interest on American phenomena. Christian experiments in history have occurred in Europe.  European and Western History—including the ancient ones (e.g., Green and Roman world) invites us to our common Christian roots. Moving from Korea (in case of many friends from Korea) and seeing the emerging Asia, it is important to learn from Korean history as well as Chinese and Japanese history/philosophy. 

Fourth, understanding of other religions and secular thoughts.  In this increasingly multi-religious world, it is recommended that we learn about the basic tenets and practices and mindsets of people from other religions or no religions. 

Fifth, focus one’s interest and expand beyond.  As a management professor, it is my duty to be proficient in the disciplines of management (e.g., strategy, mindset, practices) and at the same time expand the broad scope of interest.  Most of books are in English and some books not translated are in Korean as well. 

Not many people have time and expertise to read through all these books.  Most of leaders read 10-20 books at best for their basic foundation.  The list of these books includes books from diverse Christian persuasion.  I have involved several leaders who helped classifying these books in terms of level (e.g., basic, intermediate and advanced) and theological orientation (e.g., Reformed, Evangelical, Charismatic, Liberal, Catholic, Orthodox,…). This list is not exhaustive.  This is not to approve all books according to our own Christian conviction.  This list is to inform and provide helpful steps for long-term reading, learning and growth.  
[1]
Essentials <20+>
· Luke: A Bible Study Guide, Samuel Lee

· Daily Bead, Sarah Barry

· Ephesians, D. Martin Lloyd Jones

Romans, D. Martin Lloyd Jones

· Basic Christianity, John Stott (IVP Classics, 2012)

Romans by John Stott

The Radical Disciple: Wholehearted Christian Living, John Stott

· The Grace Awakening.  Charles R. Swindol

· Mere Christianity.   C. W. Lewis

· Pilgrim’s Progress  John Bunyan

· The Cross of Christ.  John R. W. Stott

· How to Read the Bible for Its Worth.  Gordon D. Fee and Douglas Stuart

· Evangelical Dictionary of Theology.  Walter Al Elwell

· Systematic Theology, Wayne Grudem 
· Expository Bible Commentary (12 Volume)  Old Testament, New Testament

· The Story of Christianity (Vol. 1 & 2)  Justo Gonzales

· Church History in Plain Language, Bruce Shelley

· Knowing God, JI Packer

· Operation World,  Patrick Johnstone
· The God Who Is There,  Francis A. Schaeffer
· Nearing Home, Billy Graham

· Spiritual Leadership, Oswald J. Sanders
· The Essential Drucker (2001),  Peter Drucker
· Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln ,  Doris Kearns Goodwin
· A Panorama of 5000 Years: Korean History, Andrew Nahm
· A History of the American People , Paul Johnson
· A History of Chinese Philosophy,  Youlan Feng
· Protestantism: A Very Short Introduction (2011), Mark Noll, Oxford University Press, 2011
Jesus Christ and the Life of the Mind, Mark Noll, Eerdmans, 2011

· Building Network Capabilities in Turbulent Competitive Environments: Practices of Global Firms from Korea and Japan, Young Won Park and Paul Hong.
[2]
Preaching <20+>
· Preaching and Preachers, D. Martyn Llyod-Jones and other contributors 

· Lectures to My Students, C. H. Spurgeon (2010)
· Biblical Preaching, Haddon Robinson (Baker Books)

· Homiletic: Moves and Structures,  David Buttrick (Fortress Press)

· Between Two Worlds, John R.W. Stott (Eerdmans)

· Preaching, Fred Craddock (Abingdon)

· The Modern Preacher and the Ancient Text by Sidney Greidanus (Eerdmans)

· Christ-Centered Preaching,  Bryan Chapell (Baker)

· The Homiletical Plot: The Sermon As Narrative Art Form,  Eugene L. Lowry (Westminster John Knox)

· The Supremacy of God in Preaching,  John Piper (Baker)

· The Witness of Preaching by Thomas G. Long (Westminster John Knox)

· Rediscovering Expository Preaching, John MacArthur & Masters Seminary faculty (Word)

· Handbook of Contemporary Preaching, edited by Michael Duduit (Broadman)

· Preaching & Preachers by D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones (Zondervan)

· Communicating for a Change by Andy Stanley (Multnomah)

· The Preaching Life by Barbara Brown Taylor (Cowley Publications)

· Preaching the Whole Bible as Christian Scripture by Graeme Goldsworthy (Eerdmans)

· The Burdensome Joy of Preaching, James Earl Massey (Abingdon)

· The Company of the Preachers, David L. Larsen (Kregel)

· 360-Degree Preaching, Michael Quicke (Baker)

· Preaching and Teaching with Imagination, Warren W. Wiersbe (Victor)

· Scripture Sculpture,  Ramesh Richard (Baker Academic)

· The Art & Craft of Biblical Preaching, edited by Haddon Robinson and Craig Brian Larsen (Zondervan)

· Preaching: The Art of Narrative Exposition by Calvin Miller (Baker)

· The Art of Preaching Old Testament Narrative by Steven Matthewson (Baker Academic)

· Doctrine that Dances by Robert Smith (B&H)

· Concise Encyclopedia of Preaching, edited by William H. Willimon and Richard Lischer (Westminster/John Knox Press)

[3]         Systematic Theology <20+>
· Calvin: Institutes of the Christian Religion, Editor: John T. McNeil

Institutes of the Christian Religion, Deluxe Edition, John Calvin, Hendrickson Publishers / 2009
· Systematic Theology, Louis Berkhof
· Systematic theology,  September 1, 2010, Charles Hodge 
·  Systematic Theology, Thomas C. Oden

· Systematic Theology,  Wayne Grudem
Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine, Wayne Grudem
· Great Doctrines of the Bible: God the Father, God the Son; God the Holy Spirit; The Church and the Last Things (3 Volumes in 1), D. Martin Lloyd-Jones, Crossway Books & Bibles / 2012 / 
· Five Points: Towards a Deeper Experience of God's Grace, John Piper
· Everyone's a Theologian: An Introduction to Systematic Theology
R.C. Sproul, Reformation Trust Publishing / 2014 / Hardcover
· Christian Theology, Millard Erickson
· Systematic Theology, Lewis S. Oliver 
· Historical Theology: An Introduction to the History of Christian Thought (1998) Alister E.McGrath 

Christian Theology: An Introduction (2001),  Alister E.McGrath
A Brief History of Heaven (2003), Alister E.McGrath

Heresy: A History of Defending the Truth (2009),  Alister E.McGrath

Mere Theology: Christian Faith and the Discipleship of the Mind (2010), Alister E.McGrath 
· Institutes of Elenctic Theology, Francis Turretin · P & R Publishing, 
· Integrative Theology, Gordon R. Lewis, Bruce A. Demarest · Zondervan  
· A New Systematic Theology of Christian Faith, Robert. R. Raymond
· God, Revelation and Authority (6 Volume Set), Carl F. H. Henry (Jan 25, 1999)

·  Christian...
· John Calvin, John T. McNeill, Ford...

· Hardcover

· (48)

Herman BavinckReformed Dogmatics (4 Volume Set), 
· Christian...
· John Calvin, John T. McNeill, Ford...

· Hardcover

· (48)

· Michael S. HortonThe Christian Faith: A Systematic Theology for Pilgrims on the Way, 
 Reformed Dogmatics (4 Volume Set)

· Herman Bavinck

· Reformed Dogmatics (4 Volume Set)

· Herman Bavinck

[4]   Evangelical Practices <20+> 
· Through the Bible Through the Year, John Stott
· Knowledge of the Holy A. W. Tozer
· The New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable? F. F. Bruce
· Paul: Apostle of the Heart Set Free, F. F. Bruce
· Operation World Patrick Johnstone
· Desiring God  John Piper
· The Gospel in a Pluralist Society Lesslie Newbigin
· The Next Christendom  Philip Jenkins
· Dare to Discipline  James Dobson
· Know Why You Believe Paul E. Little
· Boundaries,   Henry Cloud and John Townsend
· The Meaning of Persons,   Paul Tournier
To Understand Each Other, Paul Tournier
· The Master Plan of Evangelism, Robert Emerson Coleman
· The Cost of Discipleship,  Dietrich Bonhoeffer
· What's So Amazing About Grace?  Philip Yancey
· Basic Christianity,  John Stott
· The Uneasy Conscience of Modern Fundamentalism, Carl, F. H. Henry
Christian Mindset In A Secular Society: Promoting Evangelical Renewal & National Righteousness, Carl F. H. Henry 

Carl Henry at His Best: A Lifetime of Quotable Thoughts, Carl F. H. Henry 
· Celebration of Discipline, Richard J. Foster
· Managing Your Time, Ted W. Engstrom
· Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger, Ronald J. Sider
· The God Who Is There,  Francis A. Schaeffer
· Mere Christianity, C. S. Lewis
· The Waiting Father, Helmut Thielicke
       Life Can Begin Again: Sermons on the Sermon on the Mount, Helmut Thielicke
[5]   Spiritual Care/Counseling/Experiences <20+>
· Spiritual Depression: Its Causes and Its Cure, D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones (1965)

Studies in the Sermon on the Mount, D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones

· Classical Pastoral Care, Vol. 3: Pastoral Counsel, Thomas C. Oden (Baker, 1987). 

· Wounded Healer, Henri J. M. Nouwen
· Practice of Godliness, Jerry Bridges

Transforming Grace, Jerry Bridges
· Competent to Counsel, Jay Adams
A Theology of Christian Counseling, Jay Adams 
· The Biblical Counseling Movement After Adams,  Heath Lambert (Crossway, 2011). 

· The Biblical Counseling Movement: History and Context,   David Powlison (New Growth Press, 2010). 

· Peace with God, Billy Graham

Just As I am, Billy Graham

Nearing Home, Billy Graham

· Counseling: How to Counsel Biblically?  John MacArthur

· Ordering Your Private World,  Gordon MacDonald
Building Below the Waterline: Shoring up the Foundations of Leadership, Gordon MacDonald

· Finishing Well, Bob Buford
· Augustine: The City of God Against the Pagans,   Augustine (Bishop of Hippo.) · Cambridge University Press ·

· Leaving Church: A Memoir of Faith, Barbara Brown Taylor 
An Altar in the World: A Geography of Faith, Barbara Brown Taylor
Learning to Walk in the Dark, Barbara Brown Taylor
[6]    Christian History(20+)
· Church History: From Christ to pre-Reformation, Everett Ferguson ·Zondervan 
· A History of Christianity in the United States and Canada, Mark A. Noll · W.B. Eerdmans,· Paperback · 576 pages ·

· 10 Great Ideas from Church History, Mark Shaw, Inter-Varsity Press / 1997
· A History of Christian Missions, Stephen Neill
· The New Foxe's Book of Martyrs, John Foxe ·
· A History of Christianity in Asia: Beginnings to 1500, Samuel Hugh Moffett (Apr 1, 1998) 
A History of Christianity in Asia, Vol. II: 1500-1900,  Samuel Hugh Moffett
· The Lost History of Christianity: The Thousand-Year Golden Age of the Church in the Middle East, Africa, and Asia--and How It Died, Philip Jenkins
· Christianities in Asia, Peter C. Phan 
· The Intellectual Origins of the European Reformation (2003), Alister E.McGrath 
Christianity's Dangerous Idea: The Protestant Revolution from the Sixteenth to the Twenty-First Century (2007), Alister E.McGrath

Reformation Thought: An Introduction (2012), Alister E.McGrath

[7]  Leadership/Management/Business/Influence <20+>
· Spiritual Leadership, Oswald J. Sanders
· Biblical Eldership: An Urgent Call to Restore Biblical Church Leadership, 
Alexander Strauch
· The Effective Executive , Peter Drucker
The Essential Drucker (2001),  Peter Drucker
· Leading Change, John P. Kotter
· Built to Last: Successful Habits of Visionary Companies (1994),  Jim Collins and Jerry Porras

· Good to Great: Why Some Companies Make the Leap ... and Others Don't (2001),  Jim Collins
· The 7 Habits Of Highly Effective People (1989),  Stephen R. Covey
· Strengths Based Leadership: Great Leaders, Teams, and Why People Follow, Tom Rath
· Building Network Capabilities in Turbulent Competitive Environments: Practices of Global Firms from Korea and Japan, Young Won Park and Paul Hong.
· The Leadership Secrets of Billy Graham.  Harold Myra and Marshall Shelley.

· In the Name of Jesus: Reflections on Christian Leadership, Henri J. M. Nouwen · 

[8]
Korean History <20+>
· Treasures from Korea: Arts and Culture of the Joseon Dynasty, 1392–1910 (Philadelphia Museum of Art),  Hyunsoo Woo, Insoo Cho, Hongkyung Kim, Woollim Kim, So-hyun Kwon, Dongsoo Moon
· A Panorama of 5000 Years: Korean History, Andrew Nahm
· Korea: The Impossible Country, Daniel Tudor 
· Korea: the Politics of the Vortex" Gregory Henderson 
Harvard University Press (1968)
· Korea and Her Neighbours, Isabella Bird Bishop
· The Two Koreas: A Contemporary History. Don Oberdorfer  Basic Books (1997)
· The Memoirs of Lady Hyegyong: The Autobiographical Writings of a Crown Princess of Eighteenth-Century Korea. Translated into the English by Ja Hyun Kim Habousch University of California Press (1996)
· Christianity in Korea, Robert E. Buswell, Timothy S. Lee
· Korean Spirituality (Dimensions of Asian Spirituality),  Don Baker 

· The Making of Korean Christianity: Protestant Encounters With Korean Religions, 1876-1915 (Studies in World Christianity), Sung-deuk Oak 
· Korea’s Place in the Sun,  Bruce Commings.

· The Dynamics Of Confucianism And Modernization In Korean History ..., Tʻae-jin Yi · East Asia Program, Cornell University · Hardback · 398 pages · ISBN 1933947063

· A History of the Early Korean Kingdom of Paekche: Together with an ..., Jonathan W. Best · Harvard University Asia Center · Hardback · 555 pages · ISBN 0674019571
· Early Korea: Reconsidering early Korean history through ..., Early Korea Project, Korea Institute, Harvard University · Paperback · 239 pages · ISBN 0979580013

·  Brothers at War: The Unending Conflict in Korea, Jager, Sheila Miyoshi
W.W. Norton 2013. ISBN 9780393068498. $35

·  Tyranny of the Weak: North Korea and the World 1950–1992, Armstrong, Charles K.
Cornell University, 2013. ISBN 9780801450822. $35

 [9]   American/ English History <20+>
· America's God: From Jonathan Edwards to Abraham Lincoln  Mark Noll

· Righteous Empire: The Protestant Experience in America (1970), Martin E. Marty

Modern American Religion, Martin E. Marty, Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

· Volume 1: The Irony of It All, 1893-1919 (1986)  

· Volume 2: The Noise of Conflict, 1919-1941 (1990)  

· Volume 3: Under God, Indivisible, 1941-1960 (1996)  

· America's God: From Jonathan Edwards to Abraham Lincoln  Mark Noll
· Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln ,  Doris Kearns Goodwin
·  The Bully Pulpit: Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, Doris Kearns Goodwin
· A People's History of the United States: 1492 to Present, Howard Zinn
· 1776 , David McCullough
· No Ordinary Time: Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt , Doris Kearns Goodwin 
· A History of the American People , Paul Johnson
· To Make Our World Anew: Volume II: A History of African Americans ..., Oxford University Press, USA · Paperback · 400 pages · ISBN 0195181352

· The Struggle for Freedom: A History of African Americans , Clayborne Carson, Emma Jones Lapsansky-Werner, Gary B. Nash · Prentice Hall · Paperback · 288 pages · ISBN 0205832423

· 16 More Extraordinary African Americans, Nancy Lobb · J. Weston Walch Publisher  

· A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings and Speeches of Martin ..., Martin Luther King, Jr. · HarperCollins · Paperback · 702 pages · ISBN 0060646918
· Founding Mothers: The Women Who Raised Our Nation, Cokie Roberts
· John Adams,  David McCullough 
· The Journals of Lewis and Clark  1803-05

· The Children. David Halberstam, Random House, 1998

· The Right Stuff. Tom Wolfe  Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1979
· American Nations: A History of the Eleven Rival Regional Cultures of North America, Colin Woodard (Sep 25, 2012)
· The Negro (Forgotten Books), W.E.B. Du Bois (Nov 7, 2007)
· The Post-American World ,  Fareed Zakaria
· A History of the English-Speaking Peoples (The Birth of Britain / The New World / The Age of Revolution / The Great Democracies),  Winston S. Churchill
· Eyewitness to Power: The Essence of Leadership Nixon to Clinton, David Gergen
· American Catholics Through the Twentieth Century: Spirituality, Lay Experience, and Public Life, Claire E. Wolfteich · Crossroad Publishing Company · Hardback · 212 pages · ISBN 0824519531
[10]    Chinese, Japanese,  Indian and South Asian History (20+)
· A Brief History of Chinese and Japanese Civilizations by Conrad Schirokauer
· A History of Chinese Philosophy,  Youlan Feng
· America’s Response to China: A History of Sino-American Relations. Warren I. Cohen
· The Penguin History of Modern China: The Fall and Rise of a Great Power, 1850-2009, Jonathan Fenby
·  The Art of War, Sun Tzu
· Wealth and Power: China’s Long March to the Twenty-First Century
Schell, Orville Random House 2013. ISBN 9780679643470.
· 사마천의 사기 (스진, 노 만수옮김)
· An Uncertain Glory: India and Its Contradictions, Drèze, Jean
Princeton University Press 2013. ISBN 9780691160795. 
· Gandhi: A Spiritual Biography, Sharma, Arvind; Yale University Press
2013. ISBN 9780300185966. 
· Discovery of India, Jawaharlal Nehru
· India after Gandhi: The History of the World’s Largest Democracy, Ramachandra Guha
· The Wonder That Was India, A L Basham
· India: A history, John Keay
· The Japanese Today Change and Continuity,  Edwin O./ Jansen Reischauer
· Japan: A Cultural, Social, and Political History, 1st Edition, Walthall, Anne - ©2006 ISBN10: 0-618-13388-7

· A Modern History of Japan , Andrew Gordon
· A History of the Vietnamese, Taylor, K.W. Cambridge University Press
2013. ISBN 9780521875868. $110
[11]   Western European History (England, Germany, France, Sweden)

· Cannadine, David. “The Present and the Past in the English Industrial Revolution, 1880-1980.” Past & Present, no. 103 (1984): 131-172.

· Industrial Revolution in England. Cambridge [England]: Cambridge University Press, 1988.

· Brown, Christopher Leslie. Moral Capital: Foundations of British Abolitionism. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2006.

· Perkin, Harold James. The Origins of Modern English Society 1780-1880. Routledge, 1969.

________. The Rise of Professional Society in England Since 1880. Routledge, 1989.

· A Mighty Fortress: A New History of the German People. Steven Ozment
· The Origins of Modern Germany, Geoffrey Barraclough (Blackwell, 1946).
[12]
Russian History/Eastern European Writings (20+)

· A People's Tragedy, Orlando Figes
· Three Whys of the Russian Revolution,  Richard Pipes
· The Soviet Union Since 1917-1991,  Martin McCauley
The Longman Companion to Russia Since 1914, Martin McCauley
· The Russian Revolution 1917,  Rex A. Wade
· The Stalin Era,  Philip Boobbyer
· The End of Imperial Russia 1855 – 1917, Peter Waldron
· Stalin's Peasants,  Sheila Fitzpatrick
· The Russian Century,  Brian Moynahan
· The Fall of the Stone City, Ismail Kadare,  Translated from Albanian by John Hodgson
· Cyclops, Ranko Marinković,  Translated from Serbo-Croatian by Vlada Stojiljkovic
· Dancing Lessons for the Advanced in Age,  Bohumil Hrabal, 
Translated from Czech by Michael Henry Heim
· Kornel Esti, Deszö Kosztolányi,  Translated from Hungarian by Bernard Adams
· Primeval and Other Times, Olga Tokarczuk,  Translated from Polish by Antonia Lloyd-Jones
· Wasted Morning, Gabriela Adameșteanu,  Translated from Romanian by Patrick Camiller
· There Once Lived a Woman Who Tried to Kill Her Neighbor's Baby,  Ludmilla Petrushevskaya, 
Translated from Russian by Keith Gessen and Anna Summers
· Dictionary of the Khazars, Milorad Pavić,  Translated from Serbo-Croatian by Christina Pribicevic-Zoric
· The Feline Plague, Maja Novak,  Translated from Slovenian by Maja Visenjak-Limon
· Fieldwork in Ukrainian Sex, Oksana Zabuzhko,  Translated from Ukrainian by Halyna Hryn
[13]     Ancient History <20+>
· History of the Peloponnesian War, Thucydides  (Author), M. I. Finley (Editor, Introduction), Rex Warner (Translator)
· The Histories, Revised (Penguin Classics), Herodotus, John M. Marincola, Aubrey De Selincourt
· The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. 1-6 (Everyman's Library) by Edward Gibbon (Dec 21, 2010)
· The Fall of Constantinople,  Nanami Shiono and Kerim Yasar (Jul 1, 2005)
로마인의 이야기 (14 권) , Nanami Shiono
· A History of Modern Europe From the Renaissan to the Present,  John Merriman
· How The Irish Saved Civilization, Thomas Cahill
· The Gifts of the Jews: How a Tribe of Desert Nomads Changed the Way Everyone Thinks and Feels (Google eBook), Thomas Cahill
· Desire of the Everlasting Hills: The World Before and After Jesus, Thomas Cahill
[14]     Modern History/Civilization/Future Prospects <20+>

· The Ascent of Money: A Financial History of the World,  Niall Ferguson
Civilization: The West and the Rest Hardcover,  Niall Ferguson
· Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies, Jared M. Diamond
· The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order, Samuel P. Huntington, New York, Simon & Schuster, 1996 
· That Used To Be Us: How America Fell Behind in the World It Invented and How We Can Come Back(2011), Thomas Friedman and  Michael Mandelbaum
· Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies, Jared M. Diamond
· The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order, Samuel P. Huntington, New York, Simon & Schuster, 1996 
· From Beirut to Jerusalem (1989, 1990), Thomas Friedman

The World Is Flat: A Brief History of The Twenty-first Century (2005; expanded edition 2006; revised edition 2007), Thomas Friedman

That Used To Be Us: How America Fell Behind in the World It Invented and How We Can Come Back(2011), Thomas Friedman and  Michael Mandelbaum,

· What Went Wrong?: The Clash Between Islam and Modernity in the Middle East (2002), Bernard Lewis

The Crisis of Islam: Holy War and Unholy Terror (2003), Bernard Lewis

From Babel to Dragomans: Interpreting the Middle East (2004), Bernard Lewis

The End of Modern History in the Middle East (2011) Hoover Institution Press, Bernard Lewis

· Pomeranz, Kenneth. The Great Divergence China, Europe, and the Making of the Modern World Economy. Princeton, N.J: Princeton University Press, 2000.

· Africa: A Modern History , Guy Arnold 
[15]   Philosophy/Literature (20+)

· The Story of Philosophy: The Lives and Opinions of the World's Greatest Philosophers, Will Durant

The Lessons of History by Will Durant and Ariel Durant (Feb 16, 2010)
· How to Think About The Great Ideas (2000), Mortimer J. Adler,  ISBN 0-8126-9412-0
How to Prove There is a God (2011), Mortimer J. Adler,  ISBN 978-0-8126-9689-9
Six Great Ideas: Truth-Goodness-Beauty-Liberty-Equality-Justice (1981) Mortimer J. Adler,   ISBN 0-02-072020-3
· Justice: What's the Right Thing to Do?, Michael J. Sandel
· Western Philosophy: An Anthology, John G. Cottingham 
· American Philosophies: An Anthology, Leonard Harris (Editor) and others 
· Korean Philosophy: Its Tradition and Modern Transformation (Anthology of Korean Studies Vol. 6)m Korean National Commission for UNESCO (Author, Editor) 
· Philosophic Classics: Asian Philosophy, Volume VI, Forrest E. Baird (Author), Raeburne S. Heimbeck Emeritus (Author) 
· Philosophy and Christian Faith, Colin Brown

· The Norton Anthology of World Literature, Sarah Lawall (Editor) and others

· Hamlet, William Shakespeare

King Lear, William Shakespeare
Othello, William Shakespeare

· Crime and Punishment. Fyodor Dostoyevsky

            The Brothers Karamazov, Fyodor Dostoyevsky

· War and Peace, Leo Tolstoy

Anna Karenina, Leo Tolstoy
· A Tale of Two Cities,  Charles Dickens
· The Sun Also Rises (1926),  Ernest Hemingway

A Farewell to Arms (1929), Ernest Hemingway

For Whom the Bell Tolls (1940), Ernest Hemingway

The Old Man and the Sea (1952), Ernest Hemingway

[16]  World Religions <20+>

· Judaism: A Very Short Introduction, Norman Solomon
· The Complete Jewish Bible, Bonded Leather Black, David H. Stern
Messianic Jewish Publishers / 1998 / Bonded Leather

Messianic Judaism: A Modern Movement with an Ancient Past , David H. Stern

· Postmissionary Messianic Judaism: Redefining Christian Engagement with the Jewish People ,Mark S. Kinzer

· Kolatch, Alfred J.  The Jewish Book of Why, New York: Penguin Compass, 2003

· Steinberg, Milton.  Basic Judaism, New York: Harcourt, Brace, and Company, 1947.

· Teleshkin, Rabbi Joseph.  Jewish Literacy; The Most Important Things to Know about the Jewish Religion, Its People and Its History.  United States: William Morrow and Company, Inc., 2001.

· Understanding Islam: An Introduction, C. t. r. Hewer
· Islam: A Short History (Modern Library Chronicles) Paperback, Karen Armstrong
· Islam and the West, Bernard W. Lewis 
· What Everyone Should Know About Islam and Muslims, Suzanne Haneef
· Islam, Isma'il Al-Faruqi 

· Islam: A Short History, Karen Armstrong
· The Heart of the Buddha's Teaching: Transforming Suffering into Peace, Joy, and Liberation by Thich Nhat Hanh (Jun 8, 1999)
· An Introduction to Zen Buddhism by D. T. Suzuki and Carl Jung (Jan 13, 1994)
· How to Practice: The Way to a Meaningful Life, Dalai Lama 

· Studies in the Origins of Buddhism(2006), Govind Chandra Pande 

· Pain and Its Ending: The Four Noble Truths in the Theravada Buddhist Canon (Buddhist Tradition), Carol S. Anderson
· The Complete Works of Lao Tzu: Tao Teh Ching & Hau Hu Ching, Hua Ching Ni (Author)
· The Analects of Confucius: A Philosophical Translation (Classics of Ancient China), Roger T. Ames , Henry Rosemont Jr.  
· The Renaissance of Confucianism in Contemporary China (20 Volume)
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